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Bilbao, 26th September 2022 
 
Dear European Theatre Convention members.  
Fellow theatres, artists and colleagues of the performing arts entourage, 
 
I am delighted to introduce you to the Arriaga theatre, an institution that for more 
than one hundred years has been presenting to its audience extraordinary stories in 
the shape of theatre plays, lyrical productions, dance, contemporary music and 
recitals. 
 
Located in the heart of Bilbao, in Biscay one of the provinces of the Basque 
Country, we are proud to present and produce artistic works both in Spanish and 
Basque, the local language of our region, that has its own distinctive musicality. 
 
Open to a diverse audience, built in 1890, with a capacity to host 1,200 people, the 
Neo-baroque building is one of the landmarks of the city. 
 
The Arriaga theatre initiated an international path years ago, that since the 
incorporation of Calixto Bieito as its artistic director, has been reinforced with the 
international productions he incorporates every season in the programme.  
 
We want to continue expanding this international outreach and take it further. To 
do so, we are very interested in building solid and long-term relationships 
with fellow theatres all over Europe to exchange experiences, originate 
coproductions, research together and participate in what we see as an 
interesting and ambitious project to develop a European artistic endeavour that 
reflects the diversity and multiculturalism of the European landscape. 
 
During the pandemic, we have attentively witnessed how the cultural landscape 
was reshaping. The theatre is undergoing a transformation to redefine its position 
to become a more sustainable, diverse and inclusive structure. We would like to 
participate with other fellow theatres in the discussions and activities proposed in 
the framework of your network to make the most of our own transformation. 
Learning with others is a more fruitful process for our theatre, our artists, our 
audience current and future, and the close institutions we work with. 
 
We hope that our theatre can contribute with its experience of more than a 
century as one of the most important theatres in the country and share its know-
how with the other members of the network when requested in this transforming 
process. 
 
We are looking forward to joining this exciting project and becoming part of a 
network where fruitful exchanges will certainly materialise.  
 
Besarkada, Euskadiren bihotzetik 
(Warm regards from the heart of the Basque Country) 
 
Jose Ignacio Malaina 
Managing Director

 









 





 


