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The Resistance Now: Free Culture campaign highlights the urgency of protecting artistic
freedom and cultural autonomy in the face of growing political interference across Europe.

Building on the momentum of the European Theatre Talks in Liege and the Resistance Now!
Tour, this campaign unites theatres, cultural organisations, and policymakers. Alarmed by the
acute threat to cultural diversity in Europe, the leaders of almost 200 cultural organisations
have joined forces to call on the European Parliament, with an Open Letter, to “finally take an
explicit stand” on cultural autonomy and implement a ‘European Culture Freedom Act’.

As the largest network of public theatres in Europe, with 70 members from 33 countries, the
European Theatre Convention (ETC) is at the forefront of this initiative, alongside renowned
theatre artist, director, and filmmaker Milo Rau, the Vienna Festival (Wiener Festwochen) /

Free Republic of Vienna, the Prospero - Extended Theatre platform and the network Opera

Europa.

Central to the campaign is a commitment to highlighting theatre’s role as both a space for
open dialogue and a catalyst for meaningful societal transformation.

02



https://www.festwochen.at/en/resistance-now-tour
https://www.prospero-theatre.eu/
https://opera-europa.org/de
https://opera-europa.org/de
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The ‘Resistance Now: Free Culture’ initiative has marked a turning point in our campaign for

European culture, launching a new level of action to confront these growing threats and
advocate for theatre as a cornerstone of democracy.

In November 2024, together with Milo Rau and Wiener Festwochen, as well as the Opera
Europa and Prospero - Extended Theatre networks, the European Theatre Conventionhas has

launched an urgent initiative to stand against increasing threats to European cultural policy
and artistic freedom, in the form of an open letter addressed to the European Parliament.

For the Ffirst time ever, over 200 leading artists and prominent personalities of major cultural

public institutions from 50 countries representing 180 national theatres, operas, festivals, and
performing arts venues, have come together to call for decisive actions now, including:

e Adopting a European Culture Freedom Act to safeguard artistic freedom.
e Establishing a clear EU stance to protect the independence and autonomy of cultural
institutions.

» Read the Open Letter
» Discover the list of first signatories

Some notable signatories include:

* Luka$ Trpisovsky and Martin Kukuéka (Artistic Directors of National Theatre Prague,
Czech Republic)

e Krzysztof Warlikowski (Artistic Director of Nowy Teatr in Poland),

* Tiago Rodrigues (Director of the Festival d’Avignon in France),

¢ Iris Laufenberg (Artistic Director of the Deutsches Theater in Germany),

¢ Gianina Carbunariu (director and playwright Romania)

e Mattias Anderson (Artistic Director Royal Dramaten in Sweden)

* Peter de Caluwe (General & Artistic Director of La Monnaie / De Munt in Belgium)

e Lars Ebert, Secretary General Culture Action Europe

e Karen Stone, Director, Opera Europa

o Asa Richardsdottir, Secretary General, IETM

* Louise Costelloe and Laurent Mehuest, Co-President European Dance Development
Network


https://www.festwochen.at/en/resistance-now-tour
https://opera-europa.org/de
https://opera-europa.org/de
https://www.prospero-theatre.eu/
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/sign-the-open-letter-resistance-now-free-culture#firstsignatories
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/sign-the-open-letter-resistance-now-free-culture#firstsignatories

The petition was publicly launched at the 10th stop of the Wiener Festwochen’s Resistance
Now! Tour, spearheaded by Milo Rau, at Le Maillon Theatre in Strasbourg:

Wiener Festwochen's
Resistance Now! Tour
Stop at Le Maillon
Theatre in Strasbourg, 30
November 2024

The panel talk addressed resistance, nationalism, and the role of art in shaping democratic
futures, with inputs from:

Milo Rau, Director, Director of the Wiener Festwochen, Vienna

Matej Drli¢ka, Musician, Former director of the Slovak National Theatre, Bratislava
Emmanuel Droit, University Professor, Deputy Director of Sciences Po Strasbourg
Joris Mathieu, Director, Director of the Théatre Nouvelle Génération , CDN of Lyon
Heidi Wiley, Executive Director of the European Theatre Convention

Catherine Trautmann, Former French Minister of Culture

04




05

On the same day, standing in front of the European Parliament, Milo Rau, Matej Drlicka,
Barbara Engelhardt (director of Le Maillon Theatre) and Heidi Wiley, Executive Director of the
European Theatre Convention, held a copy of the Open Letter and sent a powerful message of
solidarity from the cultural sector, calling on MEPs to take immediate action to provide the
necessary European legal framework to protect these core European values: freedom of

expression, artistic expression, and the independence of cultural institutions.

ETe= e il HEED

ESISTANCE NOW
AEE CULTURE

Since its official launch, and as of 04 December 2024, the petition has garnered nearly 1'900
signatures, most of them representing major cultural organisations in over 50 countries, and
was extensively covered by press and shared on social media, reflecting broad support from
across Europe and beyond.

In the following section, you will find an overview of the press and social media coverage of
the campaign, a testament to what can happen when we stand together. Our strength as sector
comes in uniting our voices and our networks in view of the ongoing crises and shifting

political paradigms, highlighting the essential role of culture in shaping an open, democratic
society where individuals are free to choose how to live.
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88 25 100.000.000

STORIES COUNTRIES READERS

SNAPSHOTS FROM INTERNATIONAL COVERAGE:

* ARTE (Germany/France): ARTE Europe Weekly: Is Culture Under Attack in Europe?
® Die Presse (Austria): Offener Brief: ,Die Existenz der europdischen Kultur in ihrer Vielfalt
ist gefdhrdet”

® Postimees (Estonia) Eesti teatrid liitusid p66rdumisega: loomevabaduse kriis ohustab
Euroopa pohivaartusi!

e Le Figaro (France) Prés de 200 théétres européens lancent un appel contre les « atteintes a
la liberté artistique »

¢ Deutschlandfunk Kultur (Germany) Veranstalter fiirchten um Kunstfreiheit

® Nachtkritik (Germany): Brandbrief: Europas Theatermacher®innen fordern von der EU
MaRnahmen zum Schutz der Kunstfreiheit

* Népszava (Hungary) Elege van a politikai tamadasokbél, megoldast siirget a szinhazi vilag

® Theaterkrant (The Netherlands) Open brief aan Europees Parlement: ‘Aanvallen op
artistieke vrijheid hebben een absurd niveau bereikt’
avanco da extrema-direita

* N1 Info (Serbia) Pozori$ta uputila apel EP protiv ,napada na umetnicke slobode”

¢ Radio Nacional de Espaiia (Spain): Las maianas de RNE
® The Stage (UK) 'Artistic freedom under attack’: EU parliament urged to act

Countries reached:

Argentina, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Belgium, Bulgaria, Columbia, Croatia, Cuba,
Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Luxembourg,
Montenegro, The Netherlands, Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, United Kingdom, United

States of America


https://www.arte.tv/en/videos/112907-099-A/arte-europe-weekly/
https://www.diepresse.com/19127292/offener-brief-die-existenz-der-europaeischen-kultur-in-ihrer-vielfalt-ist-gefaehrdet
https://www.diepresse.com/19127292/offener-brief-die-existenz-der-europaeischen-kultur-in-ihrer-vielfalt-ist-gefaehrdet
https://www.lesoir.be/639376/article/2024-11-30/nous-appelons-le-parlement-europeen-renforcer-la-protection-de-la-liberte
https://www.lesoir.be/639376/article/2024-11-30/nous-appelons-le-parlement-europeen-renforcer-la-protection-de-la-liberte
https://balkans.aljazeera.net/news/culture/2024/12/1/apel-evropskih-pozorista-protiv-napada-na-umjetnicke-slobode
https://nova.bg/news/view/2024/12/02/479118/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE-200-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80%D0%B0-%D1%81-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B4-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B2-%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F/
https://nova.bg/news/view/2024/12/02/479118/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE-200-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80%D0%B0-%D1%81-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B4-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B2-%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F/
https://www.jutarnji.hr/kultura/kazaliste/siri-se-strah-nakon-sto-je-bijesna-rulja-napala-predstavu-johna-malkovicha-pobunili-su-se-kulturnjaci-neki-su-iz-hrvatske-15529021
https://www.jutarnji.hr/kultura/kazaliste/siri-se-strah-nakon-sto-je-bijesna-rulja-napala-predstavu-johna-malkovicha-pobunili-su-se-kulturnjaci-neki-su-iz-hrvatske-15529021
https://kultuur.postimees.ee/8146287/eesti-teatrid-liitusid-poordumisega-loomevabaduse-kriis-ohustab-euroopa-pohivaartusi
https://kultuur.postimees.ee/8146287/eesti-teatrid-liitusid-poordumisega-loomevabaduse-kriis-ohustab-euroopa-pohivaartusi
https://www.lefigaro.fr/theatre/pres-de-200-theatres-europeens-lancent-un-appel-contre-les-atteintes-a-la-liberte-artistique-20241202
https://www.lefigaro.fr/theatre/pres-de-200-theatres-europeens-lancent-un-appel-contre-les-atteintes-a-la-liberte-artistique-20241202
https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/veranstalter-fuerchten-um-kunstfreiheit-100.html
https://nachtkritik.de/recherche-debatte/brandbrief-europas-theatermacher-innen-fordern-von-der-eu-massnahmen-zum-schutz-der-kunstfreiheit
https://nachtkritik.de/recherche-debatte/brandbrief-europas-theatermacher-innen-fordern-von-der-eu-massnahmen-zum-schutz-der-kunstfreiheit
https://nepszava.hu/3259794_szinhaz-peticio-politika-nyomas-orkeny-radnoti-alairas
https://www.theaterkrant.nl/nieuws/open-brief-aan-europees-parlement-de-aanvallen-op-de-artistieke-vrijheid-hebben-een-absurd-niveau-bereikt/
https://www.theaterkrant.nl/nieuws/open-brief-aan-europees-parlement-de-aanvallen-op-de-artistieke-vrijheid-hebben-een-absurd-niveau-bereikt/
https://www.publico.pt/2024/11/30/culturaipsilon/noticia/liberdade-cultural-perigo-alerta-manifesto-europeu-face-avanco-extremadireita-2113951
https://www.publico.pt/2024/11/30/culturaipsilon/noticia/liberdade-cultural-perigo-alerta-manifesto-europeu-face-avanco-extremadireita-2113951
https://n1info.rs/kultura/pozorista-uputila-apel-ep-protiv-napada-na-umetnicke-slobode/
https://x.com/LasMananas_rne/status/1864546243000533230
https://www.thestage.co.uk/news/artistic-freedom-under-attack-european-parliament-urged-to-act
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COVERAGE

The Resistance Now: Free Culture campaign has demonstrated the power of collective action
in safeguarding artistic freedom and cultural autonomy across Europe. Social media has been
an instrumental platform for amplifying this initiative, fostering a global conversation about
the growing threats to cultural independence and the role of art in defending democracy. From
widespread solidarity statements to extensive engagement with campaign messages, the
digital presence of Resistance Now has underscored the unity of the cultural sector.

Here are some snapshots:

I european_theatre_convention and
e 2 others

NCE "0“. european_theatre_convention 3d
@ Artistic freedom and the autonomy

of cultural organisations are under
URE attack in Eurape. From bans to layoffs,
vichent disruptions 1o performances
' \ like at Sofia's Ivan Vazow Mational

Theatre, we're witnessing red lines
being orossed.

Join the unprecedented campaign
already wmting over 200 leading vaices
from 39 countries, representing 180
major national theatres, operas,
festivals, and performing arts venues.

s} It's time to act: sign the petition
“RESISTANCE NOW!: FREE CULTURE”

View insights

oQvVv

m 126 likes delphineedy and milorau4
3 clays g0 Maillen Théstre de Strasbourg

opera ﬁm T = delphineedy 2d
cur }P.] e O B AT R Que diriez-vous d'un calendrier de
I"Awent politique cette année? @& De

faire de ce mois de décembre un mols
de réflexion agissante et de luttes pour
la culture mise & mal dans de
nombreux pays européens, pour les
artistes et directeurs de théitre
limogés et maltraités?

Ce qui s'est dit au @maillonth hier soir
est extrémement préoccupant. J'ai
réalisé que méme en s'informant
réguligremnent, des infos ne passent
pas. Lexemple de @matejdrlicka qui a
perdu son poste de directeur du
Thédtre national slovaque est un
symbole qui devrait toutes et tous
nous faire réagic et nous mobiliser, En
France aussi, certaines régions coupent
les financements et violentent les
artistes... Et tout ce qui se passe dans le
mende ne va vraiment pas dans le bon

Qv A

66 likes

delphineedy invited you to be a collaborator on their Add a comaent... @
post.




. Akademie fiir Theater und Digitalitit
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@ Gemeinsam mit der European Theatre Convention stellen wir uns gegen die Einschrinkung
kultureller und kiinstlerischer Freiheit in Europal 'y

Wir mdchten euch in diesem Zusammenhang auf die Initiative von Milo Rau/ Wiener Festwochen,
Prospero, der ETC und dem MNetzwerk Opera Europa aufmerksam machen, um gemeinsam fir die
Freiheit der Kunst einzustehen. &£

Zur Petition: https://www.europeantheatre.eu/.../sign-the-open-letter...

#ResistanceMNow #FreeCulture #ArtisticFreedom #5tandForCulture
Theater Dortmund

Voir la traduction

RESISTANCE NOW-:_
;11 CU LTURE

Maillon Théatre de Strasbourg
3

RESISTAMCE NOW TOUR & STRASBOURG

dakhtheatre - Following
LICM g A

dakhtheatre 3d

o Mucreyrka ceoboga Ta SETOHOMIA
KYALTYpHUX Cprasizauii nepebysaTs
nig 3arpo30K B Eeponi. Bia 2afopox
AD 3BIIbHEHY, HACWTBHULLKWX SpUBIE
BWCTaE, Ak y @national_theatre_bg, mu
€ CBIAKAMW MEPETHHY YEPBOHMX AiHIA.

LICM «[Jax=, yuacHiuk HaRBinswoi
Mepexi CEponeficbrknx TeaTpie
Beuropean_theatre_convention,
2AKNMKAE MPUEAHATHCA A0 KAMNAHIT,
Az exe ob'gaHana noxag 200 MuTuiE 2
39 kpaiH, Wo NPeACTaBNFIoTs 180
HaRBINELWMX HALiOHANLHIX TeaTpiB,
GECTHEANIE Ta MalAaHUMKIE
EMKOHAECLKOMD MWCTELTEA.

wl HacTae yac giami: nignuwime
neTHUiK «RESISTANCE NOW: FREE

®QYV

Lancement au Maillon de la pétition « RESISTANCE NOW: FREE CULTURE = et discussion en présence
du metteur en scéne et directeur des Wiener Festwochen Milo Rau, Matej Drliéka, Emmanuel Droit,
Joris Mathieu, Heidi Wiley (European Theatre Convention) et Catherine Trautmann.

« Mous, institutions culturelles et artistes venus de toute I'Europe, sommes profondément préoccupés
par I'évolution des politiques culturelles dans plusieurs Etats membres de I'UE.... »

Protect Artistic Freedom !

Lire, signer et partager la pétition https://www.change.org/.../join-the-first-europe-wide... !

Lancierung der Petition .RESISTANCE NOW: FREE CULTURE™ im Maillon und Diskussion in
Anwesenheit des Schweizer Regisseurs Milo Rau, Matej Drlicka, Emmanuel Droit, Joris Mathieu, Heidi

Wiley und Catherine Trautmann.

Lwir, Kultureinrichtungen und Kinstler aus ganz Europa, sind alarmiert Gber die aktuellen
kulturpolitischen Entwicklungen in verschiedenen EU-Mitgliedstaaten. ©
Lesen, unterschreiben und teilen Sie die Petition https:/fwww.change.org/.../join-the-first-europe-

wide...
'H wignerfestwochen « Following

wimcdrsmdaen 3d

Jetzt unterzeichnen auf festwochenat

und diesen Aufruf teslen

RESISTAMCE MOW: FREE CULTURE zum

Schutz der kiinstlerischen Freiheit in
Europa @

RESISTANCE NOW:
FREE CULTURE RE & B

=k Wir fordern das Europdische
Parlament auf, konkrete baBnahmen
fibr den Erhalt der kultureflen Vialfalt
Europas zu setzen. Unterstitze auch Duj
mit Deiner Stimme die Petition, hinter
der europdisehe Netowerke wie dig
Beurapean_theatre_cormention (ETC),
Praspero und Opera Europa sowee 200
Kulturinstituticnen stehen

& schiief dich der Bewegung an und
sz ¢in Zeschen in ein frees,
vielfiltiges Europa!

Qv
Q- 30atkes

g.n.theatre - Following

g.n.theatre 3d

@ Artistic freedom and the autonomy
of cultural organisations are under
attack in Europe. From bans to layoffs,
violent disruptions to performances
like at Sofia’s lvan Vazov Mational
Theatre, we're witnessing red lines
being crossed.

Join the unprecedented campaign
already uniting over 200 leading voices
from 39 countries, representing 180
major national theatres, operas,
fastivals, and performing arts venues.

w} It's time to act: sign the petition
“RESISTANCE NOW: FREE CULTURE"
addressed to the European Parliament
calling for concrete actions such as the
establishment of a ‘European Culture
Freedom Act,' asking for a clear

® Qv W

©) 148 likes

3 days ago




Statement: Bulgarian National Theatre Calls for
Solidarity Amid Attack on Artistic Freedom

ETC member National Theatre Ivan Vazov denounces
threats to artistic freedom around the performance 'Arms
and the Man' premiering.on 07 November 2024.

ETC european_theatre_comvention

european_theatre_convention 2w
European Theatre Comvention

by tha Mational Thaatre han Va
(Enational_theatre_bg) based
Bulgaria as it faces challenges to its
artistic freedom, and denounces a
concerming movement by far-right
groups across Europe to restrict
freedom of expression

ETC

In a statement releasad by the theatre,
its leaders detail a troubling campaign
of intimidation surrounding the
up.ommq premiere of “Arms and the

cinohrand « Following
Minodni divadio

cinghrand i
RESISTAMCE MOW: FREE CULTURE
@ Umélecks B a autonamie

kul!umxi\ orga sou v Evropé
k', pfelcr.:..c-v:nl

A
i, jako napiikdad v Narodnim
na Varowa v Sofil

umelecks svo
parlament,
kubtumich

jednoznadng stanoviske” k nezdvisiost

Qv

89,689

W 23 likes

é‘ Narodm divadlo

b+ Umélecka svoboda a autonomie kulturnich
organizaci jsou v Evropé ohroZeny. Jsme svédky
prekracovani cervenych linil — od zakazu pres
propousténi, nasilné narusovani pfedstaveni, jako
napfiklad v Narodnim divadle Ivana Vazova v
Sofii.
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/.../sign-
the-open-letter...
b+ Narodni divadlo se pripojilo ke stovkam
evropskych kulturnich instituci z 39 zemi, které
spoleéné pozvedly hlas proti bezprostiednimu
ohroZeni umélecke sv... En voir plus




" european_theatre_convention and miloraud
ETCT  Original audia

european_theatre_convention ¢ Renowned director Milo Rau
i has a message!

f Standing in front of the Eurcpean Parliament in Strasbourg
abongsde Matej Driicka, the dismissed director of the Slovak
Mational Theatre, Milo Raw invtes us all to stand for artistic
freadom.

Join one of the largest campaigns for the autonomy of European
Culture to date and sign the ‘Resistance Mow: Free Culture’ open

letter NCHW!

s Link in biod

| #ResistanceMow SFreeCulture SArtisticFreedom
I

#StandForCulture
ih
T Reply

=)

. Tlike  Reply
E.":. g“‘ Ofra

| Wiew insights:

oQaQv

carolinepetersofficial done & & W

= O Uked by deutschestheaterberlin and 184 others

18 haurs ago

@ Add a comment..

Teatr Kochanowskiego w Opolu
19h-&

Teatr Kochanowskiego wspiera list otwarty RESISTANCE NOW: WOLNA KULTURA sk

Parlamentu Europejskiego, ktdrego celem jest ochrona kultury przed atakami, zwolr

cieciami w finansowaniu!

@ Wolnosc artystyczna i autonomia arganizacji kulturalnych w Europie sa atakowai

zwolnienia, od gwattownych zakidcen po spektakle, takie jak w Teatrze Narodowym
w Sofii.

Teatr Kochanowskiego dotgczyt do bezprecedensowej kampanii, ktora zjednoczyta j
wiodacych gtosow z 39 krajow, reprezentujacych 180 gtdwnych teatrow narodowycl
miejsc sztuki widowiskowej.

Dowiedz sie wiece] | podpisz petycie G http://www.europeantheatre.eu/.../sign-tk
aaiPhoto: Franz Kreis

#ResistanceMow #FreeCulture #ArtisticFreedom #5tandForCulture

@ Teatro do Moroeste - CDV .
3j-

@ A liberdade artistica e a autonomia das
organizacdes culturais estdo sob ataque na
Europa. Desde proibigdes a despedimentos,
passando por perturbacfes violentas em
espetaculos, como no Teatro Nacional lvan
Vazov, em 506fia, estamos a assistir a linhas
vermelhas a serem ultrapassadas.

b+ E hora de agir: assine a peticao "RESISTANCE
MOW: FREE CULTURE" ja subscrita por mais de
200 instituigdes culturais de 39 paises, incluindo
o Teatro do MNoroeste — Centro Dramatico de
Wiana. E... En vaoir plus

Inicjatywa ta zostala podjeta we wspdtpracy z Milo Rau i Festiwalem Wiedeniskim (Wiener
Festwochen) / Wolng Republika Wiednia, siecia teatrdw finansowanych ze srodkow publicznych
European Theatre Convention (ETC), Prospero - Extended Theatre Platform oraz siecig Opera Europa.

ENG &=

JK Opole Theatre supports the open letter RESISTANCE NOW: FREE CULTURE addressed to the
European Parliament, which aims to protect culture from against attacks, layoffs, censorship and

funding cuts.

@ Artistic freedom and the autonomy of cultural organisations are under attack in Europe. From bans
to layoffs, violent disruptions to performances like at Sofia’s van Vazov Mational Theatre, we're

witnessing red lines being crossed.

JK Qpole Theatre has joined an unprecedented campaign that has already united over 200 leading
voices from 39 countries, representing 180 major national theaters, operas, festivals and performing

arts venues.

Find out more and sign the petition gJ http://www.europeantheatre.eu/.../sign-the-open-letter...

Voir la traduction

10



1"

We believe it is essential for theatres and the performing arts to play a key role in building an
open, democratic society where people are free to choose their way of life. To achieve this, we
must take a stand—and do so together. Our strength, as a cultural sector, lies in uniting our
voices and networks to address current crises and political paradigm shifts.

Ahead of the European Parliament elections, ETC published in May 2024 a statement
addressing Europe’s increasing polarisation titled: “Theatres are ideal spaces for dialogue.
Europe needs them now more than ever,” calling on Europe to protect theatres and public
spaces that keep freedom of expression alive.

» Read the ETC Statement: ‘Theatres Are Ideal Spaces for Dialogue. Europe Needs Them Now
More Than Ever’

In June 2024, ETC began receiving weekly calls from Member Theatres in Slovakia (Slovak

National Drama Theatre) and Bulgaria (National Theatre lvan Vazov, seeking guidance on
navigating increasing political interference. Recognising the urgency of the situation, the ETC
Board resolved to make this a central focus of the European Theatre Talks in Liege that
November, ensuring the issue received the attention and dialogue it demanded.

In August 2024, ETC issued a new statement expressing deep concern about the Slovak
Ministry of Culture’s decision to dismiss the General Manager of ETC Member Slovak National
Theatre, Matej Drlicka, in what appeared to be part of a worrying trend by far-right parties
across Europe to limit freedom of expression.

» Read the ETC Statement: ‘ETC Calls on European Policy Makers to Protect Independence of
Democratic, Cultural Institutions in Slovakia’

In September 2024, ETC signed and supported the publication of a joint call from the
European Cultural Sector to call for artistic freedom and the autonomy of the arts, addressed
to the Members of the European Parliament (MEPs).

The declaration, released in the name of the cultural network Culture Action Europe (CAE),

was jointly prepared by the European Theatre Convention alongside CAE, Pearle Live

Performance Europe, and Opera Europa, and urged European politicians to adequately protect

freedom of expression for artists, highlighting the sector’s united stance.

» Read the Joint Statement: ‘Call for Artistic Freedom and Autonomy of the Arts’



https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/theatres-are-ideal-spaces-for-dialogue-europe-needs-them-now-more-than-ever
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/theatres-are-ideal-spaces-for-dialogue-europe-needs-them-now-more-than-ever
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/etc-calls-on-european-policy-makers-to-protect-independence-of-democratic-cultural-institutions-in-slovakia
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/etc-calls-on-european-policy-makers-to-protect-independence-of-democratic-cultural-institutions-in-slovakia
https://www.facebook.com/CultureActionEurope?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/European.Theatre.Convention?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/PearleEurope?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/PearleEurope?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/OperaEuropa?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/european-cultural-sector-issues-joint-call-for-artistic-freedom-and-autonomy-of-the-arts

From left to right: Claudia Belchior (ETC), Audrey Jungers (Opera Europa),
Heidi Wily (ETC), Anita Debaere (Pearle® Live Performance Europe) in
Brussels, 24 September 2024.

In November 2024, ETC held the third edition of the European Theatre Talks, a high-profile
theatre and policy event that emerged following the European Theatre Forum event in 2023,

which collected the shared needs and desires of the European Theatre sector in a resulting
policy document, called the Opole Recommendations. The goal of these talks is to implement

the recommendations in this document through consistent dialogue with policymakers.

This edition, titled ‘Free Culture: Resisting Political Interference’ served as a strong reminder
of the relevance of theatre to society, through inputs from Georg Hausler, Director for
Culture, Creativity and Sport in the European Commission (DG EAC); investigative journalism
outlet Correctiv; Austrian playwright Elfriede Jelinek; European cultural networks Pearle® and
Opera Europa; and a condensed insight into the sobering State of Culture Report by Culture

Action Europe.

» Watch the European Theatre Talks #3 trailer
» Watch the full recording of the session

A marking intervention from Mladen Aleksiev, Head of International Relations at Bulgaria’s

National Theatre lvan Vazov, shed light on the intimidation surrounding their production of
Arms and the Man, directed by John Malkovich. The European Theatre Convention (ETC)
called on citizens and policymakers to stand in solidarity with the theatre and defend freedom
of expression, in a statement that was extensively shared and viewed by 90.000 people.

» Read the statement: Bulgarian National Theatre Calls for Solidarity Amid Attack on Artistic
Freedom



https://culture.ec.europa.eu/event/european-theatre-forum-2023
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/page/resources/online-library#94
https://correctiv.org/en/
https://cultureactioneurope.org/projects/state-of-culture/
https://vimeo.com/1033513830
https://vimeo.com/1030731056
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom

The European Theatre Talks in Liége was a stop of director Milo Rau’s Resistance Now! Tour

with the Wiener Festwochen/Free Republic of Vienna, which travels through European cities
(Stockholm, Amsterdam, Antwerp, New York, Belgrade, Taipei, Liege, Vienna, Prague,

Strasbourg) to discuss the burning question of how resistance can succeed in the face of new
nationalism.

‘ ‘i European Theatre Talks
i ﬁ" in Liege (Belgium), 04

November 2024
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https://www.festwochen.at/en/resistance-now-tour
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Founded in 1988, the European Theatre Convention (ETC) is the
largest network of public theatres in Europe. It is an arts
organisation that promotes European theatre as a vital platform for
dialogue, democracy and interaction that responds to, reflects and
engages with today’s diverse audiences and changing societies.
ETC's programme of grants and events support networking,
professional development and artistic collaborations for theatre
staff across Europe — championing theatre as a key European art
form for the 21st century.

ETC has 70 members in 33 countries and is supported by the
Creative Europe Programme of the European Union. We estimate
the theatres perform 60.000 shows per year, reaching 25 million
audience members, and have a crucial role to play in supporting
democracy.
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