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A Campaign for Artistic Freedom and
Cultural Autonomy in Europe

The Resistance Now: Free Culture campaign highlights the urgency of protecting artistic
freedom and cultural autonomy in the face of growing political interference across Europe. 

Building on the momentum of the European Theatre Talks in Liège and the Resistance Now!
Tour, this campaign unites theatres, cultural organisations, and policymakers. Alarmed by the
acute threat to cultural diversity in Europe, the leaders of almost 200 cultural organisations
have joined forces to call on the European Parliament, with an Open Letter, to “finally take an
explicit stand” on cultural autonomy and implement a ‘European Culture Freedom Act’.

As the largest network of public theatres in Europe, with 70 members from 33 countries, the
European Theatre Convention (ETC) is at the forefront of this initiative, alongside renowned
theatre artist, director, and filmmaker Milo Rau, the Vienna Festival (Wiener Festwochen) /
Free Republic of Vienna, the Prospero – Extended Theatre platform and the network Opera
Europa.

Central to the campaign is a commitment to highlighting theatre’s role as both a space for
open dialogue and a catalyst for meaningful societal transformation.

https://www.festwochen.at/en/resistance-now-tour
https://www.prospero-theatre.eu/
https://opera-europa.org/de
https://opera-europa.org/de


The ‘Resistance Now: Free Culture’ initiative has marked a turning point in our campaign for
European culture, launching a new level of action to confront these growing threats and
advocate for theatre as a cornerstone of democracy. 

In November 2024, together with Milo Rau and Wiener Festwochen, as well as the Opera
Europa and Prospero - Extended Theatre networks, the European Theatre Conventionhas has
launched an urgent initiative to stand against increasing threats to European cultural policy
and artistic freedom, in the form of an open letter addressed to the European Parliament.

For the first time ever, over 200 leading artists and prominent personalities of major cultural
public institutions from 50 countries representing 180 national theatres, operas, festivals, and
performing arts venues, have come together to call for decisive actions now, including:

Adopting a European Culture Freedom Act to safeguard artistic freedom.
Establishing a clear EU stance to protect the independence and autonomy of cultural
institutions.

► Read the Open Letter
►Discover the list of first signatories

Some notable signatories include: 

Lukáš Trpišovský and Martin Kukučka (Artistic Directors of National Theatre Prague,
Czech Republic) 
Krzysztof Warlikowski (Artistic Director of Nowy Teatr in Poland), 
Tiago Rodrigues (Director of the Festival d’Avignon in France), 
Iris Laufenberg (Artistic Director of the Deutsches Theater in Germany), 
Gianina Carbunariu (director and playwright Romania)
Mattias Anderson (Artistic Director Royal Dramaten in Sweden) 
Peter de Caluwe (General & Artistic Director of La Monnaie / De Munt in Belgium)
Lars Ebert, Secretary General Culture Action Europe
Karen Stone, Director, Opera Europa 
Ása Richardsdóttir, Secretary General, IETM
Louise Costelloe and Laurent Mehuest, Co-President European Dance Development
Network

RESISTANCE NOW:
FREE CULTURE
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https://www.festwochen.at/en/resistance-now-tour
https://opera-europa.org/de
https://opera-europa.org/de
https://www.prospero-theatre.eu/
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/sign-the-open-letter-resistance-now-free-culture#firstsignatories
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/sign-the-open-letter-resistance-now-free-culture#firstsignatories


The petition was publicly launched at the 10th stop of the Wiener Festwochen’s Resistance
Now! Tour, spearheaded by Milo Rau, at Le Maillon Theatre in Strasbourg:

04

The panel talk addressed resistance, nationalism, and the role of art in shaping democratic
futures, with inputs from:

Milo Rau, Director, Director of the Wiener Festwochen, Vienna
Matej Drlička, Musician, Former director of the Slovak National Theatre, Bratislava
Emmanuel Droit, University Professor, Deputy Director of Sciences Po Strasbourg
Joris Mathieu, Director, Director of the Théâtre Nouvelle Génération , CDN of Lyon
Heidi Wiley, Executive Director of the European Theatre Convention
Catherine Trautmann, Former French Minister of Culture

Wiener Festwochen’s
Resistance Now! Tour
Stop at Le Maillon
Theatre in Strasbourg, 30
November 2024



On the same day, standing in front of the European Parliament, Milo Rau, Matej Drlička,
Barbara Engelhardt (director of Le Maillon Theatre) and Heidi Wiley, Executive Director of the
European Theatre Convention, held a copy of the Open Letter and sent a powerful message of
solidarity from the cultural sector, calling on MEPs to take immediate action to provide the
necessary European legal framework to protect these core European values: freedom of
expression, artistic expression, and the independence of cultural institutions.
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Since its official launch, and as of 04 December 2024, the petition has garnered nearly 1'900
signatures, most of them representing major cultural organisations in over 50 countries, and
was extensively covered by press and shared on social media, reflecting broad support from
across Europe and beyond.

In the following section, you will find an overview of the press and social media coverage of
the campaign, a testament to what can happen when we stand together. Our strength as sector
comes in uniting our voices and our networks in view of the ongoing crises and shifting
political paradigms, highlighting the essential role of culture in shaping an open, democratic
society where individuals are free to choose how to live.



SNAPSHOTS FROM INTERNATIONAL COVERAGE:

ARTE (Germany/France): ARTE Europe Weekly: Is Culture Under Attack in Europe?
Die Presse (Austria): Offener Brief: „Die Existenz der europäischen Kultur in ihrer Vielfalt
ist gefährdet“
Le Soir (Belgium) : Nous appelons le Parlement européen à renforcer la protection de la
liberté culturelle
Al Jazeera (Bosnia) Apel evropskih pozorišta: Protiv napada na umjetničke slobode
Nova.bg (Bulgaria) „Съпротива сега: Свободна култура”: Близо 200 национални театъра
с кампания след протестите в София
Jutarnji List (Croatia) ‘Širi se strah‘. Nakon što je bijesna rulja napala predstavu Johna
Malkovicha, pobunili su se kulturnjaci, neki su iz Hrvatske
Postimees (Estonia) Eesti teatrid liitusid pöördumisega: loomevabaduse kriis ohustab
Euroopa põhiväärtusi!
Le Figaro (France) Près de 200 théâtres européens lancent un appel contre les « atteintes à
la liberté artistique »
Deutschlandfunk Kultur (Germany) Veranstalter fürchten um Kunstfreiheit
Nachtkritik (Germany): Brandbrief: Europas Theatermacher*innen fordern von der EU
Maßnahmen zum Schutz der Kunstfreiheit
Népszava (Hungary) Elege van a politikai támadásokból, megoldást sürget a színházi világ
Theaterkrant (The Netherlands) Open brief aan Europees Parlement: ‘Aanvallen op
artistieke vrijheid hebben een absurd niveau bereikt’
Publico (Portugal) “A liberdade cultural está em perigo”, alerta manifesto europeu face ao
avanço da extrema-direita
N1 Info (Serbia) Pozorišta uputila apel EP protiv „napada na umetničke slobode“
Radio Nacional de España (Spain): Las mañanas de RNE
The Stage (UK) 'Artistic freedom under attack’: EU parliament urged to act

Countries reached:
Argentina, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Belgium, Bulgaria, Columbia, Croatia, Cuba,
Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Luxembourg,
Montenegro, The Netherlands, Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, United Kingdom, United
States of America

PRESS OVERVIEW

06

STORIES

88
COUNTRIES

25
READERS

100.000.000

https://www.arte.tv/en/videos/112907-099-A/arte-europe-weekly/
https://www.diepresse.com/19127292/offener-brief-die-existenz-der-europaeischen-kultur-in-ihrer-vielfalt-ist-gefaehrdet
https://www.diepresse.com/19127292/offener-brief-die-existenz-der-europaeischen-kultur-in-ihrer-vielfalt-ist-gefaehrdet
https://www.lesoir.be/639376/article/2024-11-30/nous-appelons-le-parlement-europeen-renforcer-la-protection-de-la-liberte
https://www.lesoir.be/639376/article/2024-11-30/nous-appelons-le-parlement-europeen-renforcer-la-protection-de-la-liberte
https://balkans.aljazeera.net/news/culture/2024/12/1/apel-evropskih-pozorista-protiv-napada-na-umjetnicke-slobode
https://nova.bg/news/view/2024/12/02/479118/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE-200-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80%D0%B0-%D1%81-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B4-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B2-%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F/
https://nova.bg/news/view/2024/12/02/479118/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE-200-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80%D0%B0-%D1%81-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B4-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B2-%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F/
https://www.jutarnji.hr/kultura/kazaliste/siri-se-strah-nakon-sto-je-bijesna-rulja-napala-predstavu-johna-malkovicha-pobunili-su-se-kulturnjaci-neki-su-iz-hrvatske-15529021
https://www.jutarnji.hr/kultura/kazaliste/siri-se-strah-nakon-sto-je-bijesna-rulja-napala-predstavu-johna-malkovicha-pobunili-su-se-kulturnjaci-neki-su-iz-hrvatske-15529021
https://kultuur.postimees.ee/8146287/eesti-teatrid-liitusid-poordumisega-loomevabaduse-kriis-ohustab-euroopa-pohivaartusi
https://kultuur.postimees.ee/8146287/eesti-teatrid-liitusid-poordumisega-loomevabaduse-kriis-ohustab-euroopa-pohivaartusi
https://www.lefigaro.fr/theatre/pres-de-200-theatres-europeens-lancent-un-appel-contre-les-atteintes-a-la-liberte-artistique-20241202
https://www.lefigaro.fr/theatre/pres-de-200-theatres-europeens-lancent-un-appel-contre-les-atteintes-a-la-liberte-artistique-20241202
https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/veranstalter-fuerchten-um-kunstfreiheit-100.html
https://nachtkritik.de/recherche-debatte/brandbrief-europas-theatermacher-innen-fordern-von-der-eu-massnahmen-zum-schutz-der-kunstfreiheit
https://nachtkritik.de/recherche-debatte/brandbrief-europas-theatermacher-innen-fordern-von-der-eu-massnahmen-zum-schutz-der-kunstfreiheit
https://nepszava.hu/3259794_szinhaz-peticio-politika-nyomas-orkeny-radnoti-alairas
https://www.theaterkrant.nl/nieuws/open-brief-aan-europees-parlement-de-aanvallen-op-de-artistieke-vrijheid-hebben-een-absurd-niveau-bereikt/
https://www.theaterkrant.nl/nieuws/open-brief-aan-europees-parlement-de-aanvallen-op-de-artistieke-vrijheid-hebben-een-absurd-niveau-bereikt/
https://www.publico.pt/2024/11/30/culturaipsilon/noticia/liberdade-cultural-perigo-alerta-manifesto-europeu-face-avanco-extremadireita-2113951
https://www.publico.pt/2024/11/30/culturaipsilon/noticia/liberdade-cultural-perigo-alerta-manifesto-europeu-face-avanco-extremadireita-2113951
https://n1info.rs/kultura/pozorista-uputila-apel-ep-protiv-napada-na-umetnicke-slobode/
https://x.com/LasMananas_rne/status/1864546243000533230
https://www.thestage.co.uk/news/artistic-freedom-under-attack-european-parliament-urged-to-act


SOCIAL MEDIA
COVERAGE

63 31 3
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The Resistance Now: Free Culture campaign has demonstrated the power of collective action
in safeguarding artistic freedom and cultural autonomy across Europe. Social media has been
an instrumental platform for amplifying this initiative, fostering a global conversation about
the growing threats to cultural independence and the role of art in defending democracy. From
widespread solidarity statements to extensive engagement with campaign messages, the
digital presence of Resistance Now has underscored the unity of the cultural sector.

Here are some snapshots:
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We believe it is essential for theatres and the performing arts to play a key role in building an
open, democratic society where people are free to choose their way of life. To achieve this, we
must take a stand—and do so together. Our strength, as a cultural sector, lies in uniting our
voices and networks to address current crises and political paradigm shifts.

Ahead of the European Parliament elections, ETC published in May 2024 a statement
addressing Europe’s increasing polarisation titled: “Theatres are ideal spaces for dialogue.
Europe needs them now more than ever,” calling on Europe to protect theatres and public
spaces that keep freedom of expression alive.
 
► Read the ETC Statement: ‘Theatres Are Ideal Spaces for Dialogue. Europe Needs Them Now
More Than Ever’

In June 2024, ETC began receiving weekly calls from Member Theatres in Slovakia (Slovak
National Drama Theatre) and Bulgaria (National Theatre Ivan Vazov, seeking guidance on
navigating increasing political interference. Recognising the urgency of the situation, the ETC
Board resolved to make this a central focus of the European Theatre Talks in Liège that
November, ensuring the issue received the attention and dialogue it demanded.

In August 2024, ETC issued a new statement expressing deep concern about the Slovak
Ministry of Culture’s decision to dismiss the General Manager of ETC Member Slovak National
Theatre, Matej Drlička, in what appeared to be part of a worrying trend by far-right parties
across Europe to limit freedom of expression.

► Read the ETC Statement: ‘ETC Calls on European Policy Makers to Protect Independence of
Democratic, Cultural Institutions in Slovakia’

In September 2024, ETC signed and supported the publication of a joint call from the
European Cultural Sector to call for artistic freedom and the autonomy of the arts, addressed
to the Members of the European Parliament (MEPs). 

The declaration, released in the name of the cultural network Culture Action Europe (CAE),
was jointly prepared by the European Theatre Convention alongside CAE, Pearle Live
Performance Europe, and Opera Europa, and urged European politicians to adequately protect
freedom of expression for artists,  highlighting the sector’s united stance.

► Read the Joint Statement: ‘Call for Artistic Freedom and Autonomy of the Arts’

BACKGROUND
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https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/theatres-are-ideal-spaces-for-dialogue-europe-needs-them-now-more-than-ever
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/theatres-are-ideal-spaces-for-dialogue-europe-needs-them-now-more-than-ever
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/etc-calls-on-european-policy-makers-to-protect-independence-of-democratic-cultural-institutions-in-slovakia
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/etc-calls-on-european-policy-makers-to-protect-independence-of-democratic-cultural-institutions-in-slovakia
https://www.facebook.com/CultureActionEurope?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/European.Theatre.Convention?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/PearleEurope?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/PearleEurope?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/OperaEuropa?__cft__[0]=AZUygQxjUmnpe1hbAT_51fEp1LgdSjRS_fvdgTAmT1F2omSmp_H-0M5c2gVNNZUME8uzYrpB6pc_lHWlxtTjhFWZ1szM1nNwQUJV0NSvif8P1P3ROfav7BpHSbbRkc5FPa8HOfO13iFhAfptptXnsQWRv2gYkTxCyh6r_AC-b2qWTg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/european-cultural-sector-issues-joint-call-for-artistic-freedom-and-autonomy-of-the-arts
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In November 2024,  ETC held the third edition of the European Theatre Talks, a high-profile
theatre and policy event that emerged following the European Theatre Forum event in 2023,
which collected the shared needs and desires of the European Theatre sector in a resulting
policy document, called the Opole Recommendations. The goal of these talks is to implement
the recommendations in this document through consistent dialogue with policymakers.

This edition, titled ‘Free Culture: Resisting Political Interference’ served as a strong reminder
of the relevance of theatre to society, through inputs from Georg Häusler, Director for
Culture, Creativity and Sport in the European Commission (DG EAC); investigative journalism  
outlet Correctiv; Austrian playwright Elfriede Jelinek; European cultural networks Pearle* and
Opera Europa; and a condensed insight into the sobering State of Culture Report by Culture
Action Europe.

► Watch the European Theatre Talks #3 trailer
► Watch the full recording of the session

A marking intervention from Mladen Aleksiev, Head of International Relations at Bulgaria’s
National Theatre Ivan Vazov, shed light on the intimidation surrounding their production of
Arms and the Man, directed by John Malkovich. The European Theatre Convention (ETC)
called on citizens and policymakers to stand in solidarity with the theatre and defend freedom
of expression, in a statement that was extensively shared and viewed by 90.000 people.

► Read the statement: Bulgarian National Theatre Calls for Solidarity Amid Attack on Artistic
Freedom

From left to right: Cláudia Belchior (ETC),  Audrey Jungers (Opera Europa),
Heidi Wily (ETC), Anita Debaere (Pearle* Live Performance Europe) in
Brussels, 24 September 2024.

https://culture.ec.europa.eu/event/european-theatre-forum-2023
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/page/resources/online-library#94
https://correctiv.org/en/
https://cultureactioneurope.org/projects/state-of-culture/
https://vimeo.com/1033513830
https://vimeo.com/1030731056
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
https://www.europeantheatre.eu/news/statement-bulgarian-national-theatre-calls-for-solidarity-amid-attack-on-artistic-freedom
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The European Theatre Talks in Liège was a stop of director Milo Rau’s Resistance Now! Tour
with the Wiener Festwochen/Free Republic of Vienna, which travels through European cities
(Stockholm, Amsterdam, Antwerp, New York, Belgrade, Taipei, Liège, Vienna, Prague,
Strasbourg) to discuss the burning question of how resistance can succeed in the face of new
nationalism.

European Theatre Talks
in Liège (Belgium), 04
November 2024

https://www.festwochen.at/en/resistance-now-tour


ABOUT ETC
Founded in 1988, the European Theatre Convention (ETC) is the
largest network of public theatres in Europe. It is an arts
organisation that promotes European theatre as a vital platform for
dialogue, democracy and interaction that responds to, reflects and
engages with today’s diverse audiences and changing societies.
ETC’s programme of grants and events support networking,
professional development and artistic collaborations for theatre
staff across Europe — championing theatre as a key European art
form for the 21st century.

ETC has 70 members in 33 countries and is supported by the
Creative Europe Programme of the European Union. We estimate
the theatres perform 60.000 shows per year, reaching 25 million
audience members, and have a crucial role to play in supporting
democracy. 

ETC Team

Heidi Wiley, Executive Director
Laura Gardes, Project & Network Manager
Teresa Pfaud, Project Manager
Annabell Blank, Project Manager 
Christy Romer, Communication Manager
Özgül Demiralp, Digital Communication Officer
Žad Novak, Project Management and Administrative Assistant

European Theatre Convention
Head office: c/o Deutsches Theater, Schumannstr. 13a, 10117 Berlin
EU office: c/o European House for Culture, Sainctelettesquare 17, 1000 Brussels 
convention@europeantheatre.eu 
+49 (0)30 / 284 41 402

Dossier made by: Özgül Demiralp, ETC Digital Communication Officer
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https://www.instagram.com/european_theatre_convention/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/European.Theatre.Convention/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/europeantheatreconvention/
http://www.europeantheatre.eu/
https://twitter.com/europeantheatre
mailto:convention@europeantheatre.eu

